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Title of Book: The Poetical Works of William Cowper." In Three Volumes. Vol. I. 
 
Author: William Cowper 
 
Publisher: Boston: Little, Brown and Company. 
 
Publication Date: 1853 
 
Printer: Riverside, Cambridge: Printed by H.O. Houghton and Company. 
Stereotyped by Stone and Smart. 
 
Dimensions: 6 5/8" long X 4 1/2" wide 1 1/8X " high 
 
Condition: Minor time toning and foxing to pages, few pencil marks by later hand, 
minor tears to some pages, corners bumped, and shelf wear. Labels identifying the 
fore-edge paintings adhered to interior, dark soil marks on interior of front and 
back covers to two of the books. Minor losses to book case. 
 
Bought as a set of 3  

   
 
Provenance: Aspire Auctions. 
 
Description: Three Double Fore-Edge Books of William Cowper's Poems 
"The Poetical Works of William Cowper." Vol. I, II, and III. Boston; Little, Brown and 
Company. Printed by H.O. Houghton and Company, sterotyped by Stone and 
Smart, 1853-54.  Each book with its own slipcase.  
 
Fore-edge Painting: Depicting a portrait of Cowper and his birthplace, the 
Vicarage Berkhampstead, Hertfordshire with the borders illustrating the poems, 
"The Rose," "The Dove," and "Lady Throckmorton's Bullfinch." The opposing side 
of Ely House, London with the same aforementioned borders. 
 




