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PREFACE.

———

THE following translation of Paul and Virginia
written at Paris, amidst the horrors of Robes-
¢'s tyranny. During that gloomy cpocha it
difficult to find occupations which might cheat
¢ ditys of ealamity of their weary length. Society
“liad vanished : and, amidst the minute vexations of
| Jacobinical despotism, which, while it murdered in
Smass, persccuted in detail, the resources of writing,
Sand even reading, were encompassed with danger.
"he rescarches of domiciliary visits had already
Sgompelled me to commit to the flames a manuseript
3 ‘\'olumu, where 1 traced the political scenes, of
‘I,hlch 1 had been & witness, with the colouring of
*their first impressions on my mind, with those fresh
tints that fade from recollection : and since my pen,
#ccustomed to, follow the impulse of my feelings,
eould only have drawn, at that fatal period, those
L images of desolation and despair which haunted my
imagination, and dwelt upon my heart, writing was
farbidden employment.  Even reading had its pe-
- ils; for books hind sometimes aristocratical insignia,
and sometimes counter- i
when the admini poli ppened to think
the writer a conspirator, they punished the reader
&8 his accomplice,

In this situation I gave myself the task of em-
ploying a few hours every day in translating the
eharming little novel of Bernardin St. Pierre, en-
titled <« Paul and Virginia:™ and I found the most
Soothing relief in wandering from my own gloomy
Teflections to those enchanting seenes of the Mauri-
tius, which he has so admirably Geseribed. I also
eomposed a fow sonnets, adapted to the peculiar
‘productions of that part of the globe, which are in-
Rerspersed in the work. Some, indeed, are lost, as
iwell as a part of the translation, which I'have







Title of Book: Paul & Virginia. Translated from the French of Bernardin Saint-
Pierre, to which is added Elizabeth or the Exiles of Siberia.

Author: Helen Marie Williams

Publisher: London: Printed for F.C. & T. Rivington and the other Proprietors.
Publication Date: May 1822

Printer: Printed by Thomas Davison, Whitefriars.

Dimensions: 5 1/4" long X 3" wide X 1/2" high

Fore-edge Painting: The Eastern Mountain above Pont Louis Maritius





